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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To make reducible the 
amount of an antifoaming agent at the time when 
electro-oxidizing used photographic developer in a 
single-chamber electrolytic cell with platinum anode and 
cathode by specifying the conditions of the current at 
the start of the electrolysis. |F 
SOLUTION: Used photographic developer is charged in a j 
bath 3 t fed by pump 2 and electro-oxidized in 
electrolytic cell 1, thus lowering COD. A current which I 
does not exceed 50% of the maximum current density of 
the electrolysis is supplied at the start of the 
electrolysis. At the start of the electrolysis, the current 
is maintained at 4 to 6 A/dm2 for at least 10% of the 
time required for reducing COD to be 2 g/L. | . 

Subsequently, the current is maintained at 9 to 1 1 
A/dm2 for 10 to 20% of the time required for reducing 
the COD to be 2 g/L. And subsequently the current is 
raised to the maximum level of 12 to 20 A/dm2. The 
electrolysis carried out in a battery consisting of coaxial 
platinum anode and cathode of titanium or stainless steel. The quantity of the foam formed is 
reduced. 
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